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	“We all flourish from a wealth of learning experiences that positively impact on our educational, physical and emotional success”
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The Governing Body of Swingate Primary School recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including educational visits, performances, clubs and residential experiences can make towards pupils' education.  These activities offer pupils the opportunity to learn through first-hand experiences, interaction therefore supporting creative development and language abilities.

The Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school and children’s centre and as additional optional activities.   
Definitions 

( Charge: a fee payable for specifically defined activities 

( Remission: the cancellation of a charge which would normally be payable 

The policy identifies:

 ( activities for which charges will not be made 

( activities for which charges will be made 

( activities for which charges may be waived (Remissions)

 ( activities for which voluntary contributions may be sought 

( charges for nursery provision 

REMISSIONS

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum with the exception of individual or group music tuition.

No charges will be made for:

 ( Education provided during school hours (including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment);

 ( Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education;

 ( Tuition for pupils learning to play musical instruments (or singing) if the tuition is required as part of the National Curriculum;

( Supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a residential trip; Activities for which charges may
( Education provided on any trip that takes place outside school hours A. if it is part of the National Curriculum, or B. part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, C. part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education;

Voluntary contributions for activities as part of the Curriculum

When organising school trips, visits or workshop activities which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the activity. All contributions are voluntary.  If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel the activity.  

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, the child is still allowed to participate fully in the trip or activity as long as parental consent has been given.

If appropriate and funds allow, the school may pay a proportion of the costs in order to support a visit.  Parents have a right to know how each trip /activity is funded.

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents.  These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

· Visits to museums

· Sporting activities

· Outdoor adventure activities

· Visits to or by a Theatre company / Illustrator
· School trips

· Musical events Music Tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum and we do not charge for this.  There is a charge for some individual or group music tuition if this not part of the National Curriculum.  These individual or small-group lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers on the school site. Parents are provided with information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.
Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2.  These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum.  These lessons are fully funded by the school.  We inform parents when these lessons are to take place and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part.

Breakfast and After School Clubs
The school offers breakfast and after school clubs.  We make a small charge for these sessions. 

Squid is an online payment system used by the school the terms and conditions of Squid are given when the parent sets up their child. 

Parents purchase these sessions in advance through Squid. Refunds will be given through Squid.
We require 24 hours notice for a cancellation otherwise no refund can be given.
If a parent/carer is late picking up their child from After School Club this will result in a £20 fine for each child.  This will need to be paid in cash or via Bank Transfer (Not through Squid). 
Parents can contact home from home on the email below:
homefromhome@swingate.medway.sch.uk

Activities not run by the School or LA

When an organisation acting independently of the school or LA arranges an activity to take place during school hours and parents want their child (ren) to join the activity, this organisation may charge parents.
Charging in Kind

The cost of ingredients, materials, equipment etc needed for practical subjects such as food technology is budgeted for and borne by the school. However, the school may charge for or require the supply of ingredients and materials if the product is to be owned and taken home by the child afterwards e.g. food products, electrical equipment models etc.  The school will inform parents prior to activities.  

Breakages and Fines

The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay for the cost of replacing any item such as:

· Broken windows

· Defaced, damaged or lost text books

· Replacement reading or homework diaries

· Any item damaged as a result of unsatisfactory pupil behaviour.

Special Needs

The Governing Body confirms that no pupil with special educational needs or disabilities will be treated any differently than any other pupil.  The school will take all reasonable steps to avoid putting children with special needs at a substantial disadvantage.
Squid – Online Payment System - Renumerations
The school offers an online payment system known as Squid.
Parents will require an account for online payments for school dinners and trips and clubs.  Please refer to the Squid website for full terms and conditions. The school will refund through the Squid account for cancelled trips and bookings and parents can then reallocate funds through Squid. To transfer money from trips to school dinners you will need to contact Squid directly. For refunds from Squid back to themselves parents will need to request this directly and there will be a charge so please read carefully the Squid terms and conditions.
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