

[image: ][image: ]


Reading List Questions and Answers

Y6 The Listeners – Walter de la Mare














Commissioned by The PiXL Club Ltd.
Example 2017This resource is strictly for the use of member schools for as long as they remain members of The PiXL Club. It may not be copied, sold nor transferred to a third party or used by the school after membership ceases. Until such time it may be freely used within the member school.
All opinions and contributions are those of the authors. The contents of this resource are not connected with nor endorsed by any other company, organisation or institution.

 © Copyright The PiXL Club Limited, 2017

The Listeners – Walter de la Mare

‘Is there anybody there?’ said the Traveller,   
   Knocking on the moonlit door; 
And his horse in the silence champed the grasses   
   Of the forest’s ferny floor: 
And a bird flew up out of the turret,   
   Above the Traveller’s head: 
And he smote upon the door again a second time;   
   ‘Is there anybody there?’ he said. 
But no one descended to the Traveller;   
   No head from the leaf-fringed sill 
Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes,   
   Where he stood perplexed and still. 
But only a host of phantom listeners   
   That dwelt in the lone house then 
Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight   
   To that voice from the world of men: 
Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark stair,   
   That goes down to the empty hall, 
Hearkening in an air stirred and shaken   
   By the lonely Traveller’s call. 
And he felt in his heart their strangeness,   
   Their stillness answering his cry, 
While his horse moved, cropping the dark turf,   
   ’Neath the starred and leafy sky; 
For he suddenly smote on the door, even   
   Louder, and lifted his head:— 
‘Tell them I came, and no one answered,   
   That I kept my word,’ he said. 
Never the least stir made the listeners,   
   Though every word he spake 
Fell echoing through the shadowiness of the still house   
   From the one man left awake: 
Ay, they heard his foot upon the stirrup,   
   And the sound of iron on stone, 
And how the silence surged softly backward,   
   When the plunging hoofs were gone.
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Questions: The Listeners


	Content Domain
	Examples of questions from each content domain 
‘Using evidence from the text’ is a requirement in responses to all questions

	2a
	1.  Find and copy one word meaning chewed.

____________________________________ (1 mark)

2.  Where he stood perplexed and still
Which word most closely matches the meaning of the word ‘perplexed’? 

Circle one -   peculiar   /   confused   /   motionless   /   excited   (1 mark)

3.  Find and copy one word/group of words that tells you there is greenery growing around the window.

____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

4.  What does the word ‘thronging’ suggest about The Listeners?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

5.  Give the meaning of the word ‘smote’ in the context of the poem.

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2b
	6.  Using information from the text indicate whether the following statements are true or false:
 
________   The Traveller only knocked on the door twice

________   The house was in a town

________   The events of the poem take place at night time   (1 mark)

7.  According to the text, what is disturbed by the Traveller’s first knock on the door?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

8.  How do the Listeners respond to the Traveller?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

9.  Who is ‘the one man left awake’?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
 
10.  What is meant by ‘the sound of iron on stone’?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2c
	11.  Using information from the whole text, who do you think the Listeners are?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2d
	12.  How can you tell that the Traveller was expecting to meet somebody at the house?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

13.  What evidence is there that the Listeners aren’t living beings?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

14.  How do you think the Traveller feels at the end of the poem? Explain why.

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)

15.  What does the phrase ‘that voice from the world of men’ suggest about the Traveller and the Listeners?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

16.  What evidence is there that the Traveller knows the Listeners are there? Give two examples from the text.

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)

17.  How can you tell that this poem might have been written a long time ago?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2e
	18.  If the Traveller were to return, do you think the Listeners would answer? Use evidence in the text to explain your answer.

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)





	2f
	19.  For he suddenly smote on the door, even   
       Louder, and lifted his head
What impact does this section have on the text as a whole?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

20.  Both the Traveller and the Listeners are described as ‘still’. What impact does this ‘stillness’ have on the poem as a whole?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2g
	21.  Look at the line containing the words ‘the silence surged softly backward’. Why did the author choose to use these words?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
 
22.  The air is ‘stirred and shaken’ by the Traveller’s call. What does this tell us about the house?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)


	2h
	23.  How does the mood of the Traveller change through the text? Use examples from the poem to support your answer.

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ (3 marks)



Answers: The Listeners

	Content Domain
	Examples of questions from each content domain 

	2a
	1.  Champed  (1 mark)

2.  Confused  (1 mark)

3.  Leaf (minimum)   the leaf-fringed sill (maximum)  (1 mark)

4.  There are lots of them  (1 mark)

5.  Knocked (1 mark)


	2b
	6.  
F   The Traveller only knocked on the door twice

F   The house was in a town

T   The events of the poem take place at night time   (1 mark)

7.  A bird  (1 mark)

8.  They didn’t respond / didn’t do anything  (1 mark)

9.  The traveller  (1 mark)
 
10.  The horse’s hooves on the ground  /  Metal hooves on stone ground  (1 mark)


	2c
	11.  Ghosts / people who used to live in the house  (1 mark)


	2d
	12.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· He says, ‘Tell them I came.’ 
· He says, ‘Tell them I kept my word.’  (1 mark)

13.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· They are described as ’phantom listeners’
· They don’t move (never the least stir made the listeners)
· It says the traveller is, ‘the one man left awake’
· It describes the traveller as a, ‘voice from the world of men’
· The traveller felt their ‘strangeness’  (1 mark)

14.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· Confused / annoyed – he expected to meet someone there / no one answered  
· Scared / worried – he felt their ‘strangeness’, the house was empty and spooky  
· Lonely – he was on his own / no one answered / everything was still  (2 marks)

15.  The traveller is human and the listeners are not  (1 mark)

16.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· He felt their strangeness
· He spoke to them (Tell them I came…) 
· He felt their stillness answering him   (2 marks)

17.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· It uses old-fashioned language like ‘smote’
· The man travels on horseback  (1 mark)


	2e
	18.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
No because:
· They do not talk this time
· It says they are phantom listeners so they are not real
· They are called ‘the listeners’ so maybe they cannot talk 
· It says only the traveller is awake

Yes because:
· He was told to go there and he expected someone to answer  (2 marks)


	2f
	19.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· Creates a sense of urgency
· Increases the speed / pace
· Makes you think something is going to happen (1 mark)

20.  Makes  it spooky / creepy / creates tension  (1 mark)


	2g
	21.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· Repetition of ‘s’ sound sounds like ‘shh’  
· Alliteration (1 mark)
 
22.  It is empty / There is no one else there / It was completely still before (1 mark)





	2h
	23.  Pupil answers could include reference to:
· He feels confused (perplexed)
· He feels alone (lonely)  
· He feels worried / scared (he felt in his heart their strangeness)
· He feels confused  (‘tell them I came, and no one answered’ -  he was expecting someone to be there)  (3 marks)
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