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Wild Cat
   
   ‘He doesn’t say much, does he?’
   He was watching the news. He was getting annoyed. He was trying to listen to what the presenters were saying: something about a dangerous animal that had escaped from a private zoo. 
   ‘He’ was Jed. But ‘He’ could have been his actual name as far as Mum’s latest boyfriend, Ashley, was concerned. That or ‘Mate’. Jed never seemed to get called anything else. 
   Since Dad had abandoned them, Jed had seen a succession of boyfriends come and go. Some made more of an effort to bond with him than others, but they all bolted sooner or later. From some of the angry words exchanged in the final shouting matches, Jed wondered whether he might be part of the problem, but Mum never blamed him. 
   Jed knew that he should be better at keeping his temper. Sometimes he saw the signs early enough to remove himself from tricky situations, as Mum had suggested. Slipping out of the back gate for a walk on the hillside was his favourite escape route. Too often, however, he felt cornered and lashed out. He knew it was wrong to scratch and hiss and spit, but for some reason, he only remembered that too late. 
   ‘The creature is thought to be an ocelot …’
   ‘Shall I phone for a pizza?’ said Ashley.
   ‘… rain forests of South America,’ continued the reporter over some footage of a leopard-spotted cat.
   ‘No offence, but you ain’t no cook,’ said Ashley to Jed’s mum. ‘Ain’t that the truth, Mate?’ he added with a sneering smile and a wink at Jed. He said nothing, but toyed with his beans on toast. Mum’s cooking was just fine by him and always would be. 
   ‘Really?’ said Mum. ‘I’m not sure we can afford it again so soon.’
   ‘… people living in the Boxbury Beacons area have been advised not to approach anything resembling a large cat,’ added the reporter.
   ‘Hey, Mum!’ cried Jed, ‘The Boxbury Beacons. That’s here …’
   ‘Oi, Mate,’ snarled Ashley, ‘your mum and I are talking.’
   Jed’s chair scraped across the floor as he jumped to his feet, ready to pounce, but Mum had already stepped between him and Ashley, signalling with a slight shake of her head for him to leave. With anger prickling his eyes, Jed darted out of the room. Slamming the back door behind him, he sprinted down the short garden path, through the gate and out on to the hillside.




   It was a good couple of minutes before he slowed down. By this time, he was deep into the dense tangle of ferns that covered the Beacons, following one of the many narrow sheep trails that pushed through the undergrowth. Although shoulder-height to an average grown-up, the ferns were taller than him, so Jed knew he was well-hidden. Best of all, very few people ever ventured far from the paths and tracks that led hikers around these popular, picturesque hills, so he knew that he would be blissfully alone. 
   By the time he had reached his secret den in the small, grassy clearing, his breathing had calmed down to a normal rate and his heart had stopped thumping against his ribs. He dropped to his knees and crawled into the rough shelter he had built the previous week out of sturdy branches, interwoven with leafy twigs.
   Why did Mum always attract such idiots? Was it something about her, or did all boys grow up to be selfish know-it-alls, he thought to himself as he began to practise the deep breathing that Mum had taught him to do whenever he was feeling stressed. As he listened to his breath filling his lungs then flowing out again, he relaxed so much he thought he could hear himself purring.

Questions: 

1. Give three examples of what Jed does when he loses his temper.
2. Find and copy a group of words that suggests that the Boxbury Beacons are a popular tourist attraction.
3. Number the following events from 1 to 6 to show the order in which they occur in the text:

	Ashley snaps at Jed for interrupting him.
	
	

	
	
	

	Jed loses his temper and runs out onto the hillside.
	
	

	
	
	

	Jed reflects on his anger-management difficulties.
	
	

	
	
	

	Jed listens to a news report on the television.
	
	

	
	
	

	Jed tries to calm himself down.
	
	

	
	
	

	Ashley is rude about Mum’s cooking.
	
	



4. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘Jed’s chair scraped…’ Why do you think the author uses the phrase prickling his eyes to describe Jed’s anger?

5. Considering the passage as a whole, what evidence is there to suggest that Jed regularly loses his temper and runs off to the hillside?



Answers:

	Qu.	   
	Answer	   

	1
	Award two mark for two three responses from:
· lashes out
· hisses
· spits
· scratches

Award one mark for at least two correct responses.

	2   
	Award one mark for: popular, picturesque hills

	
3

	Award two marks for the correct order: 4, 5, 2, 1, 6, 3

Award one mark for answers that contain four or five correctly ordered events.

	
4   
	Award one mark for answers which refer to the anger making Jed begin to cry.

Award two marks for answers which explain fully the use of the word prickling to reflect the physical sensation of crying and the emotional feeling of anger rising.

	5   
	Award up to two marks for answers that refer to the following aspects of the text and explain clearly how these evidence the regularity with which Jed loses his temper:
· Walking on the hillside was Jed’s favourite escape route
· He knows that he will be blissfully alone as very few people ever venture far from the paths and tracks 
· Jed is able to find his way to his den in spite of running into the tall ferns
· Jed has built a secret den on previous visits to the hillside

Award one mark for reference to one of the above.




