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Climate
Mount Everest has a "snowy and frigid" climate. Winds can speed up to 177 mph. The coldest month is January with a high of −59 °C and the warmest month is July with a high of −23 °C. Due to climate change, the glaciers around Mount Everest may disappear over the next few decades.

History
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Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay 
Everest was originally called Peak XV. In 1865 it was given its official name of Mount Everest by the Royal Geographical Society.
British people began exploring the area around Mount Everest in 1921. The first expedition to try to climb to the top of Everest was in 1922. On June 8th, 1924, George Leigh Mallory and climbing partner Andrew Irvine tried to climb to the summit of Mount Everest. They disappeared into the fog and were not seen again until Mallory's dead body was found by Conrad Anker in 1999. To this day, no one is sure whether or not Mallory and Irvine made it to the summit before dying, 29 years before the next climbers would reach the summit. The top of Mount Everest was first reached in May 1953 by the Sherpa Tenzing Norgay and the New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary. 

Sherpas
Sherpas are the local people who live at the foot of Mount Everest and not the porters who carry the climbers' luggage. For the Sherpas, Mount Everest is a sacred mountain and before they climb Mount Everest they always do a sacrificial offering.



Questions:

1. What do they say may cause the glaziers to disappear?
2. What is the meaning of the word ‘decade’?
3. What was the original name for Mount Everest?
4. Find a word that suggests that George Leigh Mallory and climbing partner Andrew Irvine were lost.
5. What is meant by the word ‘sacred’?
6. Why do you think the Sherpas make a sacrificial offering before they climb Mount Everest?








Answers:
1. Climate change
2. Ten years
3. Peak XV
4. Disappeared
5. Connected with God or a god or dedicated to a religious purpose
6. Sherpas make sacrificial offerings to God to get God's blessing.
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