
Comprehension Task Term 6 Week 2 - Friday

Where the Grass is Greener
   Why were sheep so stupid? There was plenty of grass on these hills. The sturdy dry-stone walls offered a sense of security. There was simply no need to go wandering off; no need at all.
   Young Billy Moss cursed his luck. It wasn’t his fault he’d fallen asleep. Hadn’t he been watching these blasted sheep since daybreak for over a week now? Mind you, leaving the gate open would take a lot of explaining. No, there was nothing for it; he’d just have to find the silly creature himself. So, making sure the rest of the flock was safely enclosed, he set off.
   Low cloud was beginning to swirl around the blunt, rocky peaks as he ventured further down the bleak hillside towards the wooded valley. Of course, he was used to the fickle weather of the dales, but familiarity couldn’t patch a ragged jacket or keep out the rain. What really sent a shiver through his scrawny body, however, was a faint wailing sound, drifting up on the swirling breeze.
   ‘No such thing as ghosts,’ Billy said out loud without fully convincing himself. Anyway, he reasoned, who heard of ghosts coming out during the hours of daylight? Probably one of those devilish weaving mills, he thought. The valleys were peppered with them, using the swift-flowing streams to drive their infernal machines. Most of the time, you could see their tall chimneys belching out thick smoke, but not now; the dense, dank mist saw to that.
   The wind changed again and the wailing seemed clearer, closer. It sounded like crying – children’s crying. Billy didn’t like to think what happened down in the valleys. He was a farm boy, at home on the hills.
   Market day was quite enough for him and he didn’t wish to spend any more time in the dirty, crowded town than he had to. 
   Pulling his threadbare jacket closer around him, he began to search for the sheep with greater urgency. It had to be around here somewhere, probably tangled in a bramble hedge. 
   At last he was rewarded with the tell-tale sound of clumsy rustling in the undergrowth a little way off. He followed the noise through the gloom. Having rarely ventured this far down the hill, he knew that he must be almost at the edge of the woods. 
   There it was again – the rustling. As Billy closed in, he heard a small voice calling, ‘Help … help me.’ At first, he struggled to see where it was coming from, but then he saw her, cowering under a bush, half buried in fallen leaves. He trotted over and knelt down beside her.
   ‘Who are you? What are you doing here?’ he demanded, possibly rather more bluntly than was necessary, he reflected later. He had been trying to find a lost sheep; finding a lost girl instead spelt trouble.





Questions:

1. Find a word in the first paragraph which means strong.
2. Look at the opening two paragraphs. What evidence is there that Billy isn’t a very good shepherd?
3. Write down two things about the hills that make them suitable for keeping sheep on.
4. Look at the paragraph beginning ‘No such thing …’ how does Billy feel about the weaving mills? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the start of the extract, Billy ‘cursed his luck.’ Do you think that Billy’s ‘luck’ has got better or worse by the end of the text? Explain your answer as fully as you can, referring to the text when necessary to support your view.


	Qu.	   
	Answer	   

	1	   
	Award one mark for: sturdy

	2	   
	Award one mark for answers that refer to any of the following:
· Billy had fallen asleep whilst watching the sheep
· Billy had left the gate open allowing the sheep to wander off

	
3

	Award one mark for each of the following:
· There is plenty of grass (for the sheep to eat)
· The stone walls keep the sheep safe

	
4	   
	Award up to two marks for answers which explain Billy’s feelings as follows:
· Billy is suspicious of the mills
· Billy is afraid of the mills
· Billy feels the mills are a bad thing
Appropriate reference should be made to the text to support the answer e.g. devilish mills, infernal machines, belching out smoke

	5	   
	Award up to two marks for answers which explain that Billy’s luck worsens over the course of the extract by referring to the significant events in the text as follows:
· He has not found the lost sheep by the end of the extract
· At the end of the extract, Billy finds a lost girl and he believes this spelt trouble
Explanations must make appropriate reference to the text to support the view expressed.

Award no marks for answers which do not refer to significant events in the text e.g. the weather gets worse.
Award no marks for answers which indicate that Billy’s luck improved by the end of the extract.



