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Believe, Learn and Achieve
Year 4 Newsletter~ Term 2
November 2020       
Hi everyone,
Welcome back to Term 2; we hope you had a restful week and are ready to begin a brand new term. We hope that in the face of the new restrictions, school is able to provide some normality for you and your child.
Covid Secure Arrangements:
· Please only come on site at agreed times. From the 3rd November our school day is from 8:35-2:55.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Following on from the Learning Review sheets which were sent home last term, if you have requested a phone call or face-to-face meeting, these will all now be conducted over the phone. Please expect a phone call during the month of November. We would also like to remind you that we are always available via email using the Year Four email address (yearfour@swingate.medway.sch.uk), or on the telephone.
· Your child is welcome to bring in their own healthy snack from home. Please ensure your child brings in a water bottle. This will need to be taken home every day to be washed.
· PE kits must come into school on a Monday morning and they will be sent home to be washed every week.

English
We are beginning the term, as we always do, focusing on Remembrance. The children will be writing letters to soldiers on poppies but this year we would like you to display them proudly in your window at home. Please take pictures and send them to the Year Four email address as we would love to see. 
We will continue focussing on writing skills such as extended sentences, fronted adverbials and using appropriate adjectives. Presentation of the children’s work will continue to be a key focus for this term, so any writing practise they could undertake at home would certainly help. Spelling is another area which we will be focusing on and in order to support the children in their writing, spelling books will be sent home with new spellings to learn each week. It is crucial that they practice these and bring in their book ready for our weekly test on Friday. 
Reading
Thank you for your ongoing support with listening to your child read throughout the week. We will continue learning how to retrieve information and make inferences based on the text. Just to remind you, your child must read aloud at least three times per week and this must be recorded in their green contact books with the date and adult signature. We want them to enjoy reading too, so if they have a favourite author or type of book, then please encourage them to read these with you at home. If your child has not read 3 times in the week, they will need to catch up during their break time on a Friday.
Maths
As always, maths will be practical and related to real life experiences wherever possible. We are pleased to see that many children are using ‘TT Rockstars’ at home as this is, without doubt, an extremely  helpful tool for learning times tables. Our focus this term is the 6 x table and the related division facts. As mentioned above, with regards to playing TT Rockstars at home, all children are expected to complete their ten sessions each week or they will be completing a sheet during break time on the Friday. Please let your teacher know if this is a problem. 
[image: Image result for volcanoclip art]Topic
Our topic for the term is Earthquakes, Zones and Volcanoes.  This is an extremely popular topic. The children will use geographical skills and undertake both written and practical activities in class. 
Science
[image: Image result for science clip art]Our science topic is ‘States of Matter’.  The children will be using their scientific skills to identify different types of matter, e.g. gases, liquids and solids, as well as, carrying out and recording investigations relating to the topic.
P.E./Forest School 
Our PE days are still Monday and Wednesday.  Please ensure that children have their named kit in school and that it conforms to our school uniform policy. This includes a change of footwear. Forest school sessions will not be taking place this term. 
Thank you for your continued support. 	Year 4 team – Miss Sahota, Mrs Hopcraft and Miss Webb
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Year 4
Home Learning Term 2
All of the activities/tasks are linked to our topics being covered this term.  Please choose at least one topic from each heading to complete over the term.  You are welcome to choose more!  All homework can be recorded in a way you choose.    Please bring in completed homework ready for the last week of term to be shared and displayed in class.  Enjoy!

	English
	Maths 
	Physical
	Science
	Creative

	Create an information poster about different volcanoes around the world.  

	Learn 6 x multiplication facts and the related division facts.  
	Design a ball game for up to six children.
	Investigate what happens when you mix cornflour and water and try to squeeze it? Share you findings with your class.
	Create a 3-d earthquake scene.  

	Choose a setting from your favourite book and write a description using the skills you’ve learnt so far. 
	Design a game to help children learn their multiplication and related division facts.
	Get help from someone at home, to practise catching and throwing a ball.  How many times can you do this, without dropping it?
	When you are having a bath/ shower, where does the steam go?  Draw a diagram to demonstrate this.
	Create an advent calendar based on the Christmas story.


	Create a leaflet describing what causes earthquakes. 
	Write a 6 times table song using a familiar tune E.g. sing along to a pop song.
	Create an interpretive dance inspired by a volcanic eruption. 
	Create a word search about different materials. 
	Paint a scene of a volcanic eruption.

	Write a story where the main character discovers an active volcano. 
	Design and cook a salt dough decoration for the Christmas tree. Show your teacher!
	Create a poster that encourages fair play and good team work
	Think about the best materials to use to protect people in a volcanic zone.  
	Build a volcano and make it erupt!
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