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Swingate Primary School
Believe, Learn and Achieve
       Year 3 Newsletter ~ Term 2

November 2020
 We hope you all had a fantastic half term and we are looking forward to seeing your completed spelling sentences from the break. We have so many exciting things coming up this term. The cold weather is setting in, please could you ensure all children are sent in with coats which are named. This makes life so much easier when things get mislaid. Due to the recent government guidelines and news of lockdown, if you requested a face-to-face parent meeting these will now have to be via telephone so please expect a phone call over the coming term. Please remember that we are always here to speak to via e-mail if you have any worries or queries (yearthree@swingate.medway.sch.uk).
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Term 2 means the return of our topics! This term we will be learning about ‘The Stone Age and the Bronze Age’ and we will be investigating different aspects of their lives and culture to make comparisons with our own. Why not do some home research and bring in some facts from home to share?

English ~ In our English lessons, we will be focussing on fiction writing based around picture books. The children will be using their knowledge of adjectives, powerful verbs and paragraphs to write setting and character descriptions before building up to story writing. Thank you for your support in practising your children’s weekly spellings with them. We have been blown away by the amount of correct spellings each week.
Please help your child by remembering to read on a regular basis. This is so important as it not only gives you quality time together but it gives your child the chance to practise a key skill in life. Please note each time that your child has read in their reading record book.
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Maths ~ This term we will be focusing on property of shape, multiplication and division and fractions and decimals.  We will be teaching the children strategies to work through these units. If you are not sure with a strategy we are teaching, refer back to the calculation policy which can be found on the school’s website. Alternatively, drop us an email and we will help as much as we can.

To help improve children's instant recall of number facts, each year group has Rocking Recalls that they will practice and learn at school each term. We will be practising these each week but it would be helpful if you could support your child in learning these at home.  This term's Rocking Recall is ‘I know all the multiplication and division facts for the 3 times table’. Please also encourage your children to play TTRockstars (if this is accessible at home). Children are expected to complete 10 one minute sessions per week in order for them to develop their times tables knowledge and improve their instant recall. 

Science ~ This term we will be learning about ‘Rocks’. We will be investigating the different rock types (sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous) as well as making our own fossils and learning about soil.
PE ~ This term, we are continuing with our daily SAS (Swingate Active Sessions) and there will be two lessons of socially distanced PE per week. Please ensure your child has a full PE kit in school and that all pieces are named. Earrings are not to be worn whilst taking part in a PE lesson. PE will usually be on a Tuesday and Thursday. As the weather is getting colder, please ensure jogging bottoms and a jumper are included in your child’s PE kit in case we need to use the outdoor areas for our PE sessions.
Useful information:
Home learning: You will find this on the back of this newsletter. Please ensure this is returned to your child’s class teacher by Friday 11th December so that it is ready to be shown in the final week of term.
Our forest school sessions will take place within our bubbles and will be led by the class teacher. They are as follows:

Hawks ~ Wednesday 4th November, Wednesday 25th November
Eagles ~ Wednesday 11th November, Wednesday 2nd December

Owls ~ Wednesday 18th November, Wednesday 9th December
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Thank you for your continuing support.  
Miss Easthope, Miss Straub, Miss Dent, Mrs Fairclough, Miss Bell and Ms Tullet.
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Year 3
Home Learning Term 1
All of the activities/tasks are linked to our topics being covered this term.  Please choose at least one topic from each heading to complete over the term.  You are welcome to choose more!  All homework can be recorded in a way you choose.    Please bring in completed homework ready for the last week of term to be shared and displayed in class. Enjoy!

	English
	Maths
	Physical
	Science
	Creative

	You have a pen-pal who lives in the Stone Age period. Write a letter to your pen-pal. What would you like to know about them? What do you think they would like to know about you? 
	On walks, drives or at home, spot and name any 3D shapes that you see (e.g. Tyre = cylinder, house = cuboid). Draw or photograph them, then label them with any properties that you know.
	How many star jumps can you do in 1 minute?

	Find three things around your house and garden that are made from rock or stone. Say which sort of rock each is made from.
	Research what they ate in the Bronze Age. Design a bronze age meal.

	Write a character description of somebody who lived in the Stone Age or Bronze time period. What do they look like? What is their personality like? What do they do for fun? What is their home like? Draw a picture to go with your description.
	Create your own word problems based on the 3 times tables for a friend to answer.
	Perform a dance to a piece of music.
	Create your own rocks and soils quiz and test your family and friends!

For example: Which rock is often used to make beautiful statues? Which city in Scotland is called the granite city?


	Create your own quiz all about the Stone Age or Bronze Age for a friend.

	Write a story about a child in the Stone Age. Where would they live?

What would they do?


	From the 9th-16th December, TTRockstars are holding a nationwide competition – make sure you play as often as you can between 7am-7pm.
	At home find some tins from the cupboard and design a 10 minute work out to strengthen your muscles.
	Find out how to grow salt crystals and try growing some with an adult’s permission.
	Create a modern cave painting. What would we draw now?

	Imagine you had found the cave paintings in Lascaux, France. Write a diary for the day, explaining how you would have felt.
	Complete the word problems attached below:
	Count how many steps you take from your front door to your bedroom. How many steps do you take from your bedroom to the kitchen? Is it the same amount of steps as an adult? How can you find out?
	Create a poster informing a year 2 pupil about different types of rock.
	Create a collage showing a suitable outfit for a stone age person. 


	Maths Word Problems

	

	There are 137 girls and 156 boys in the school. How many children are there?

	There are 112 people in the swimming pool. 34 leave, how many are left?

	One bag of sweets has 64 sweets in it, the other 28. How many sweets are there altogether?

	Some children share 56 strawberries. Each child gets 8 strawberries. How many children are there?

	There are 89 children, 45 are girls. How many boys are there?

	Tulips are sold in bunches of 9. Randle buys 81 tulips. How many bunches does he buy?

	There are 167 cabbages. The slugs eat 56. How many are there now?

	Harry plants 15 trees in rows of 4. How many trees does he plant?

	A large bag of frozen chips costs 34p. How much do 3 large bags cost?

	If I have 64 balls and 21 of them are rugby balls, 18 are tennis balls the rest are footballs. How many footballs are there?


