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Swingate Primary School Newsletter
Friday 2nd October 2026

Our Mission: We all flourish from a wealth of learning experiences that
positively impact on academic, physical and emotional success.

| hope you've all had a lovely week and have been able to enjoy some of the recent warm
weather. It's certainly helping to keep the heating bills down, which is always a bonus!

One thing we seem to have in abundance this autumn is acorns. Apparently, a particularly heavy
acorn fall can be a response to environmental stress caused by unusual weather conditions, so it
seems that even trees can feel stress!

Our site team, along with many of our wonderfully responsible children, have been doing a
fantastic job keeping on top of the endless supply of acorns around the school grounds. This is
all part of the joys of being in a school in a woodland. Thank you to everyone who has helped.

Sadly, there was a minor car accident outside the school gates this week during the morning
drop-off period.

A reminder that vehicles should not park outside the gates or on the zigzag lines at drop-off or
pick-up times, regardless of how briefly you intend to stop. These restrictions are in place to
keep our children, families and local community safe and to ensure traffic can flow smoothly
around the school.



We kindly ask all parents and carers to park a little further away and walk the remaining
distance to school. Thank you for helping us maintain a safe environment for everyone.

Working together, we can keep our children safe and reduce congestion around the school
gates.

Join us at #TeamSwingate

Swingate Primary School is recruiting for a Midday Supervisor. Closing date: Midnight, Sun 4th
Oct, 2026.View full details and apply online @mynewterm

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/152591/EDV-2026-SPS-64400

1 - News Nuggets

Skyla and Louis were back out with KMTV working as 'News Nuggets' this week but this time they took some friends with them!
We visited a familiar face at Burnt Oak school and 12 Year 5 children worked alongside 12 Burnt Oak children in a workshop.
KMTV said all the children were amazing and they had the best time. Watch this space for full details of the new KMTV News

Nuggets episode!


https://mynewterm.com/jobs/152591/EDV-2026-SPS-64400

2 - Year 5 Visit to the Gurdwara

As part of our commitment to providing a rich and meaningful Religious Education curriculum, our Year 5 pupils visited a local
Gurdwara. Experiences such as these are invaluable in helping children develop a deeper understanding of the diverse beliefs,
cultures and traditions represented within both our school community and the wider world.

The Gurdwara community was incredibly welcoming and generous, giving the children the opportunity to learn about Sikh
traditions, customs and values first-hand. They also loved tasting the food!

The children thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were excellent ambassadors for the school throughout. They demonstrated our
character values of empathy through their thoughtful questions and respectful engagement.

We are very grateful to everyone at the Gurdwara for their kindness and hospitality, and for helping to create such a memorable
and enriching learning experience for our pupils.
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ACADEMIC, PHYSICAL & EMOTIONAL SUCCESS

Tel: 01634 863778

Executive Head Teacher : Mr. S, Geary, BA (Hons), NPQH
Headteacher : Mrs. M. Clarke, BSc (Hons), PGCE, NPOM

3 - Year 3 visit Kent Life



Year 3 had a fantastic day at Kent Life this week in the sunshine learning all about the Ancient Greeks! The staff and pupils said it
was such a full and exciting day of learning! They did so many amazing activities which have enriched their understanding of life
in Ancient Greek time.

4 - We were so proud of Ellie-Mae on Saturday for being an England Rugby mascot at the Red Roses' winning match against New
Zealand! What an incredible experience and a memory to treasure forever. We think you might just have been the good luck
charm the team needed, Ellie-Mae! Congratulations on representing Swingate in such a special way. @ Q



WE NEED
HARVEST HER

Rice Smash

sausages Coffee

Tinned curry Dry Items Sugar

Soups - any flavours Noodles

Tinned tomatoes Pasta Savoury rice

Vegetables - any variety Ketchup Various cooking sauces (jar or
Spaghetti/ravioli Brown sauce packet)

Hot dogs ;:p. Pasta sachets (e.g mug shots)

THANK YOU ©

5 - We are starting to collect food donations for Harvest this year. Please send them with your child in to their class teacher from
Monday 5th October to be collected and displayed during our Harvest assemblies on Tuesday 20th October.

Please see the poster for items that Caring Hands want donated.

Many thanks for your kindness.



6 - Some of Eco Squad showed their responsibility and empathy character values by picking up litter in the sensory garden, forest
school and the school field. They managed to fill two whole rubbish bags! Well done, you really are litter heroes!

Swingate Leaderboard for
'minutes played'

SCHOOL




WHAT'S YOUR ROCK STATUS?
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A huge well done to the three children whose names are displayed below. These pupils have

spent the most time practising on TTRockstars this week, showing fantastic dedication to
improving their times tables skills. Regular use of TTRockstars helps children build speed,
accuracy and confidence with multiplication and division facts, which supports learning across
many areas of maths. The effort these children have shown is something to be very proud of!

Could your child be on next week's leaderboard? Encourage them to log in regularly, challenge
themselves and keep practising. Every minute spent on TTRockstars helps to strengthen their
mathematical fluency while having fun.

& %% Keep rocking those times tables, and let's see who can claim a spot on next week's top

three! ¢ v% 8

https://play.ttrockstars.com/



https://play.ttrockstars.com/

1. dﬂ?Hayden D (Toucan) dﬂ?

2. Joshua S (Peacock)

3. Athena B (Toucan)



Attendance

This shows the year group and class with the highest attendance last

week.
Year Group Attendance (%)
Year 3 97.91%
Year 1 97.75%
Year R 97.14%
Year 2 96.55%
Year 5 96.07%
Year 6 95.93%
Year 4 95.12%

7 - Well done to Year 3!



Class Attendance (%)
Hedgehog 100%
Sloth 99.33%
Otter 98.67%
Lion 98.33%
Wolf 98.18%
Orangutan 98%
Llama 97.78%
Puffin 97.59%
Penguin 97.5%
Bison 96.96%
Capybara 96.9%
Fox 96.88%
Quokka 96.55%
Hippo 96.55%
Wombat 96%
Ocelot 95.17%
Panther 94.78%
Peacock 94.48%
Toucan 94.29%
Butterfly 94%
Jaguar 93.91%
Turtle 93.45%




8 - WOW! Well done Hedgehog Class 100%!



School dates and events
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2026-27

Term 1

Wednesday 7th October — Otter and Turtle Class swimming.

Thursday 8th October — Hockey Mini Youth Games at Holcombe Hockey Club.
Friday 9th October — Sibling photographs by Braiswick.

Wednesday 14th October — Otter and Turtle Class swimming.

Friday 16th October — Year R trip to Pumpkin Moon.

Monday 19th October — Year R pumpkin carving. Parents invited at 2.30 pm. This will take place
in the classroom and we ask one adult per child attend.

Tuesday 20th October — Year 1 Harvest Festival at 9.30 am. Parents are welcome (KS2 Large
Hall).

Tuesday 20th October — Year 3 Harvest Festival at 2.30 pm. Parents are welcome (KS2 Large
Hall).

Wednesday 21st/Thursday 22nd October — Parents/ afternoon evening. Further details will be
sent out soon.

Friday 23rd October — Last day of term.

Monday 2nd November - School NOT open to children - staff training day.
Tuesday 3rd November - Term 2 starts.

Wednesday 4th November - Otter and Turtle Class swimming.

Friday 6th November - Class photographs.

Friday 6th November - Phonics workshop for Year R parents at 2.30 pm. This will take place in
the KS1 Large Hall.



Keep up to date with what is happening at Swingate
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9 - Swingate Primary Twitter Account

Follow us on X / Twitter: https://x.com/SwingatePrimary

Don’t forget to follow the Swingate X / Twitter page to stay up to date with all the exciting things
happening in school! It’s a great way to see our learning in action, celebrate children’s
achievements and get a glimpse into daily school life. From special events to classroom
highlights, our X/ Twitter helps keep our whole community connected — we’d love you to be
part of it!



https://x.com/SwingatePrimary
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