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Swingate Primary School
            
Year 4 Newsletter - Term 5
Welcome back!                                 April 2026
English
In English, we will be writing a recount based on the picture book ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker. We will be continuing to work on using fronted adverbials, subordinate conjunctions and exciting vocabulary. We are delighted to see an increase in spelling scores each week and we will continue to send home green spelling books containing the words we are learning in class. Please encourage your child to practise these ready for a spelling test on Friday. Please send this book into school each day so that your child has more opportunities to practise. Spelling Shed is a great tool to support children in identifying patterns in words as well as widening their vocabulary. Like TTRS, children are expected to complete five sessions on Spelling Shed each week.

[bookmark: _Hlk221715258]Reading
In our SLOR sessions, we are reading Matilda and will continue building on our core reading skills – retrieval, sequencing, summarising, inference and prediction. Your child must read at least four times per week and this must be recorded in their purple contact books with the date and adult signature. If children do not complete four reads in a week, they will be required to complete extra reading during Friday breaktime. We want them to enjoy reading too, so if they have a favourite author or type of book, then please encourage them to read these with you at home. Remember, reading with your child/ren can also involve you reading to them or even listening to audiobooks. 
To support your child’s reading at home, here are some questions to prompt discussions to deepen their understanding of the text:
What has happened in the story so far? What do you think will happen next? Why? Who is your favourite character? Why? Does your opinion of this character change during the story? Why? How? Is this character similar to a character in another text? How?

Maths
[image: ]In Maths, we have continued to look at the relationship between decimals and fractions – our children have shown fantastic resilience through this focus area! We are now moving onto looking at time, involving converting time on analogue and digital clocks (this could be a brilliant opportunity for practise at home!). Following this, we will be looking at money and time. It is incredibly important for the children to continue building on their times tables knowledge to support with this as it makes their recall more fluent and more confident! Please continue to encourage your child to play TT Rockstars at home. All children are expected to play at least 10 sessions on TT Rockstars every week. This is preparing the children for their Times Table check in June.

History
In History, we are chronologically following on from the Anglo-Saxons & Vikings by focusing on the Normans and the Norman Conquest! We will be identifying the key events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the issues William the Conqueror subsequently faced. We will be using sources of information to work as historians to find out more!

Science
Our science topic is Animals: Classification and Changing Habitats. We will be grouping animals in various ways including vertebrates and invertebrates, grouping plants in various ways including flowering and non-flowering, recognising and describing different habitats, recognising the impact humans can have on habitats and recognising the impact of natural disasters on habitats. 
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If your child is attending an after-school sports club, please remember to pack them a change of appropriate clothing on that day.

[image: C:\Users\kirstine\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\5H66KGPT\royalty-free-reading-clipart-illustration-1075244[1].jpg]Library dayHippos and Toucans swimming lessons will continue throughout Term 5.  Please ensure children’s uniform is labelled appropriately. 


Wednesday (Peacock) Tuesday (Toucans) Thursday (Hippos)

Important Dates
Start of Term 5 – Monday 20th April
Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May (School closed)
SCC School Disco- Thursday 21st May (Year 4-6 KS2 hall start at 3pm all children to be dismissed from classes at 4:15)  
Trip to Rochester – Tuesday 5th May
End of Term – Friday 22nd May

Thank you for your continued support - Year 4 team – Miss Sahota, Mr Dickenson, Mrs Wright and Mrs Ginns
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