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Swingate Primary School 
            
Year 5 Newsletter Term 3     - January 2026
Welcome back Year 5!    We hope you and the children enjoyed your Christmas!
English
English learning will focus on key grammatical skills this term including sentence structure and varying sentence length for effect. This will help to allow the children time to practise skills before applying to given topics.  We will begin by looking at the book ‘Treason’ focusing on letter writing and then will practise writing instructions and playscripts.  As always, presentation of the children’s work will also be a key feature for this term, so any writing practise they could undertake at home would certainly help. Please continue to support your children at home in using Spelling Shed, we will continue our weekly testing after the half term break. Their first test will be at the end of week 1.

Reading
This term we will be exploring the text ‘Treason’ making links between our English and SLoR lessons. In year 5, we expect the children to read at least 4 times per week and record this in their reading record. Their reading book and reading contact book need to be brought in daily. Daily reading has a huge impact on reading skills and we strongly urge you to support your child with this aspect of their learning. Reading at home does not have to be reading the school reading book, you can share newspapers, magazines etc. 

Maths
In Maths, we will continue learning about fractions. We’ll use our understanding of equivalent fractions to help us add and subtract them confidently, before moving on to multiplying and dividing fractions. Multiplication facts and number bonds play such a big part to the whole of the maths curriculum, so all children will be expected to play at least 10 sessions on TT Rockstars every week. Please see the QR codes for useful links to support alongside TTRS.

History
Our history for the term is all about The Tudors.  This is an extremely interesting area and the children will use their historical knowledge to plot the timeline of key events during the Tudor period including the reigns of each monarch.  They will also be looking into how the Tudors ascended to the throne and the key figure of Henry VIII.

Science
[image: Image result for science clip art]Our science topic this term is ‘Earth and Space’ and we will be studying differing models of our solar system. We will also learn about the Moon, day and night, time and satellites and space junk. 

P.E. days: 			                                  Swimming Days:
Panther class:        	Thursday                                 		
Otter class:		Monday                                        
Turtle class:                                                                                                                  Wednesday (07.01.26 - 25.02.26)
Wombat class:                 Thursday                                   

The children will need to come to school dressed in their PE kits on their PE day and ensure earrings are removed/covered and long hair is tied up.
 
Home Learning
Home learning is extremely important for consolidating classroom learning. We would greatly appreciate your help in encouraging your children to complete their homework tasks in a timely manner. Multiplication facts and number bonds play a significant role in the entire Maths curriculum, so all children are expected to engage in at least ten sessions on TT Rockstars each week. Additionally, the whole school will continue to focus on reading this year. Your child will be taught the necessary skills to help them progress throughout the year and enable them to decode more challenging texts later in their school life. Your child must read at least four times per week, and this must be recorded in their green reading record books with the date and an adult’s signature. We want them to enjoy reading as well, so if they have a favourite author or type of book, please encourage them to read these with you at home. Reading at home does not have to involve only school books; you can share newspapers, magazines, etc. Research has shown that children who are fluent readers and enjoy reading a wide range of genres usually perform well across all areas of the curriculum.
 
Please note: if these tasks are not completed, they will need to be made up during playtime.

Other important term dates: 
Thursday 15 January 2026 – MYG Swimming
Tuesday 10th February 2026 – Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 4 February 202 – MYG Table Tennis
Friday 13th February – Last day of term


Thank you for your continued support. 
Year 5 team – Mrs O’Connor, Miss Dabb, Miss Nash and Miss Dent
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