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January 2026
Welcome back to our current children and welcome to our new children starting this term. We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and are ready for another fun term together. 
This term our focus will be ‘People who help us’. We will be learning about the police, vets, teachers, doctors and dentists. If we have any parents that work in any of the above professions and would be happy to come and talk to the children, we would love to have you.  
As we work through the term, we will be looking at all the important parts of being a happy member of Rainbow class. We will be making new friends, being kind to each other and letting the adult know what we need. 
Uniform
Please double check all of your children’s items and ensure they are labelled. We ask that spare clothes (ideally uniform) are provided in your child’s bags and that these are also labelled. The children do have a lot of items that are the same or similar so naming them helps us ensure they go home with the right child. Please do try and name scarfs, hats and gloves too we know it is tricky but these go missing so often. 
Tapestry
[image: Set of cartoon children reading books. Vector by masastarus on ...]We are continuing with tapestry as a way of sharing your child’s learning journey with you. Please upload to tapestry and share your child’s adventures at home with us. It’s a wonderful way for us all to get to know each other and for your child to share their experiences with the class. 

Reading Books 
At Swingate, reading is important to us. We read to and with the children several times a day. 
Please take the time to read with your child and encourage them to predict stories from pictures and retell stories to you. We will continue to visit the library on Fridays and take books home from the class for those children who do not attend Fridays. 

Lunch boxes 
If your child attends for a full day we ask that they are provided with a healthy lunch. Lunch boxes must be nut free due to allergies and following advice from nhs we please ask that they do not contain popcorn, and grapes are cut in half lengthways. We encourage the children to make healthy choices and in our Jigsaw lessons we talk about the benefits these foods have on our bodies. At nursery we follow the whole school food policy, guidance as to what to include in packed lunches is given here. https://www.swingate.medway.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=39 

School applications. 
If your child is due to start school in September please remember to apply for your child’s place before 15th January 2026.
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place 

Important Dates 
Deadline for school applications:  Wednesday 15th January 
Safer internet day: Tuesday 10th February  
Last day of term: Friday 13th February

We look forward to working with you this term and know your child will have a super time.
Together we are Team Swingate 
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