[image: ]	
Swingate Primary School

Year 5 Newsletter - Term 2
October 2025
Welcome back! We hope you and the children had a relaxing half term. 
English: This term in English, we will focus on understanding and using key grammatical skills in our writing, including conjunctions and a range of punctuation, practising these skills before applying them to specific topics. We will begin by examining the poem "Heard it on the Playground" and then apply our skills to a narrative unit based on "The Iron Man." As always, the presentation of the children's work will be a key feature this term, so any writing practice they can undertake at home will certainly help. Please support your children at home by using Spelling Shed; we will continue our weekly testing after the half-term break, with their first test scheduled for the end of week 2.

Maths: In Maths this term, we will begin by looking at multiplication and division facts before moving on to written methods. We will also start exploring fractions; finding, ordering and comparing them, as well as finding equivalents to help us add and subtract them.

Reading 
In SLoR, we will be reading the text Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. We will be applying and developing our skills of retrieval, inference, vocabulary and building our fluency.

Geography 
Our topic for the term is ‘The Rainforest’. We will be examining the Amazon rainforest in detail and exploring how deforestation impacts both the local area and the wider world. We will be looking at answering our overarching question: ‘Does deforestation cause more harm than good to the Earth?’
 
Science 
Our science topic is ‘Properties and Changes’. The children will use their scientific skills to understand the properties of different materials and link these to their purposes. Within this topic, we will explore transparency, thermal and electrical conductivity, as well as reversible and irreversible changes.

PE: This term, the children will be developing their football skills, including passing, dribbling, shooting and participating in competitive games.
P.E. days: 			                                  Swimming Days:
Panther class:        	Wednesday (26.11.25 onwards)                                 Wednesday (29.10.25 – 19.11.25)		
Otter class:		Monday        (24.11.25 onwards)                                Wednesday (29.10.25 – 19.11.25)
Turtle class:                      Monday                                                                           Wednesday (26.11.25    onwards)
Wombat class:                 Thursday      (27.11.25 onwards)                                Wednesday (29.10.25 – 19.11.25)

The children will need to come to school dressed in their PE kits on their PE day and ensure earrings are removed/covered and long hair is tied up.

Home Learning
Home learning is extremely important for consolidating classroom learning. We would greatly appreciate your help in encouraging your children to complete their homework tasks in a timely manner. Multiplication facts and number bonds play a significant role in the entire Maths curriculum, so all children are expected to engage in at least ten sessions on TT Rockstars each week. Additionally, the whole school will continue to focus on reading this year. Your child will be taught the necessary skills to help them progress throughout the year and enable them to decode more challenging texts later in their school life. Your child must read at least four times per week, and this must be recorded in their green reading record books with the date and an adult’s signature. We want them to enjoy reading as well, so if they have a favourite author or type of book, please encourage them to read these with you at home. Reading at home does not have to involve only school books; you can share newspapers, magazines, etc. Research has shown that children who are fluent readers and enjoy reading a wide range of genres usually perform well across all areas of the curriculum.

Please note: if these tasks are not completed, they will need to be made up during playtime.

Important Dates
Remembrance Assembly 7.11.25 
Anti-bullying Week 10.11.25
Children in Need 14.11.25
Flu vaccinations 14.11.25
Assessment week 17.11.25
Fire safety talks 27.11.25
Book fayre 1.12.25
SCC Christmas switch on 5.12.25 
Last day of term Friday 19.12.25

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year 5 team – Mrs O’Connor, Miss Dabb, Miss Nash and Miss Dent
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