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parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
                                  Twitter link @SwingatePrimary

21st May 2018
Dear parents and carers,
[image: Image result for cartoon summer pictures]

I think it’s safe to say that the summer has finally arrived. The arrival of the deckchairs on the playground on Friday was a sign that warmer days have arrived. I hope you have been taking some great family photos on them.

Last week saw all year 6 children across the country taking part in national end of year standardized testing. We were very proud of how our year 6 children gave everything they had and we could not have asked for anything more.
For our children testing is a small part of recognising what they can do as an individual young person. Our aim is to encourage confidence, instil a sense of pride in themselves and their learning, enjoy learning and be well prepared for life in secondary school. 

A few parents have been asking about end of term dates so they can look to attend. Please see dates for your diary further in this newsletter and a copy of the term dates for next year.
[image: Image result for charity day clip art]End of term Charity Day
On Friday 25th May a number of children will be holding charity events for different causes………
· Ben and Alicia in year 4 are looking to raise money for Dementia UK in memory of a family friend by organising a table top sale. 
· Nicholas in Year 1 is hoping to raise money for the British Heart Foundation in memory of his great uncle.
· Emily, Ella, Oliver and Harry in year 4 would like to raise money for Breast Cancer with a table top sale.
· Amelia, Lexi, Oliver and Harry in year 4  would like to raise money for the homeless
· Emily and Darley would like to raise money for Dr Barnardo’s following the class studying the book ‘Street Child’ and recognising the good work the charity does. They will be selling cakes and naming the teddy.
· Abbie and Katelyn would like to raise money for the WWF and will be selling home-made jewellery and book marks
· James, Archie and Taylor would also like to raise money for the Breast Cancer charity and will be selling book marks and naming a teddy.
These are all great causes and all the children’s ideas, who have written me letters asking to do something to help others.
Thank you in advance for any donations of cakes. They will be greatly appreciated by the children running the events.

Speeding sign…..slow down!
You may have noticed we have had a speeding sign installed in the hope of reminding parents that our school site is 5mph. We want to ensure the safety of all our children and parents but we currently have a small minority of parents driving at very fast speeds especially those dropping off at breakfast club in the mornings. Please, take care!

Parent view results 
A huge thank you to all those parents that have been on the ‘parent view’ website. 
We know that as a school we have things to improve but we want to work with all those involved to ensure our children can achieve their very best. We have an amazing 97 responses which is fantastic! I have attached a few responses to show what parents are saying about Swingate Primary School. We all know that as a parent you have a big decision to make when selecting a school for your child and as a parent you have the choice to change. Being part of our school means you ‘sign up’ to our core beliefs that children Believe, Learn and Achieve. We want to work together and it is important that you tell us your concerns so we resolve them. 
 Would you recommend this school to another parent?
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Figures based on 97 responses up to 12-05-2018
 My child is taught well at this school
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This school deals effectively with bullying
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· Friday 25th May. Last day of term 5. Charity day led by children.

· Tuesday 12th June Secondary admissions meeting for year 5 parents, including 11+ arrangements (2.15 pm in junior small hall). If you can’t make this date, please arrange to meet with Mr Wignell at a time convenient to you

· Friday 22nd June ‘Blue Bags’ to school. Do you have any clothes, bedding, curtains that you no longer need? We will be sending home bags to fill to donate. It’s a great excuse to have a sort out! 

· Wednesday 27th June/ Thursday 28th June meeting with parents whose children start with us in September.

· Week beginning 2nd July home visits for our foundation stage 2 children joining us in September.

· Thursday 5th July Year 6 children visit their new schools. Meet your new teacher sessions at Swingate.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 2nd July at 3.15, the choir will have a final year performance for parents and grandparents.  

· Friday 6th July ~ end of year reports will come home.

· Wednesday 11th July optional open session to discuss reports and look through work 3.15 – 4 pm. 

· Week beginning 9th July is Healthy Living Week. Thursday 12th July we will be dressing as dogs for our last charity event this year for the Guide Dogs for the Blind.

· Friday 13th July Family Sport Day (children to come into school in PE kit). Starts at 9.30 for everyone on the field. Family picnic at lunch on the field. Children to return to classes at 1.30. Children can go home with families for the afternoon. There will be an organised ‘fare’ from 12-2 pm on the field.

· Monday 16th July Year 6 trip to Chessington.    

[image: Image result for teddy bears picnic clip art]Wednesday 18th July Teddy Bears Picnic (Nursery children).  
             
Also Year 6 leaver’s assembly for parents at 1.30 pm. 

· Thursday 19th July ‘The Great Year 6 Sleep Over’ including leavers disco and movie.

· Thursday 19th July last day for nursery children. 

· Friday 20th July ~ last day of school. Beach clothes can be worn for our annual Beach party.  The children (and adults) do get very wet! Year 6 children can leave from 12.30 pm with siblings. All other children can leave from 1.30 pm.
[image: MC900351225[1]][image: Image result for summer holidays clip art]Wednesday 5th September 2018 ~ the start of the new school year.
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Term dates 2018/2019 
Children in school

Autumn Term

Wednesday 5th September 2018 – Friday 19th October 2018

Monday 29th October 2018 – Wednesday 19th December 2018

Spring term

Monday 7th January 2019 – Friday 15th February 2019

Monday 25th February 2019 – Friday 5th April 2019


Summer term 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019– Friday 24th May 2019

Monday 3rd June 2019 – Tuesday 23rd July 2019


Staff training days 

Monday 3rd September 2018
Tuesday 4th September 2018

Thursday 3rd January 2019
Friday 4th January 2019

Monday 3rd June 2019

Please remember that holidays will not be authorised during term times and if taken, you may be fined by Medway Council.
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